
Good Evening Commissioners, 

 

My name is Kathleen Balaban and I live on 65th and Stevens.   

 

Richfield has ordinances that need amending and/or enforcement, but to do that we have to 

follow the current “Nuisances” ordinance code 925.01, that states in (a) Maintains or permits a 

condition which necessarily annoys, injures or endangers the safety, health, morals, comfort or 

repose of any considerable number of members of the public;  

 

If you haven’t appreciated your neighbor’s use of laundry products in the past, please imagine 

living near new one that has 24 vents on its roof and open 24/7 or one that has fewer vents, but 

directs them at an apt bldg next to their parking lot.  The Partnership Academy children’s 

playground is directly across the street from one of them.  Laundromats are a necessity in every 

city, especially those that are growing “up” instead of “out”.  What has changed is the products 

used in the laundromats and not everyone thinks they are pleasant or healthy, especially when 

they get intermixed into the ambient air emitted.  Toxicity is harder to prove and takes more 

time, so we are starting with “Nuisance” and work towards verbiage for toxicity standards in the 

future. 

 

Unfortunately, the nuisance code requires a ‘considerable’ number of complaints/comments and 

you may have already seen our neighborhood flyer on Richfield’s Facebook, Nextdoor Neighbor 

or in your mailbox, if you lived within a 3 block radius of one.  It was requesting respectful 

comments on whether or not public laundromats should filter their emissions.  If you have not 

commented yet, please do.  You can contact Jennifer Anderson at 612-861-9881. 

 

We are now asking the Sustainability Commission to research and request an ordinance that is 

specific to protect our ambient air from toxic emissions from any small business, especially 

laundromats.  There are ordinances for dry cleaners, auto body shops, and restaurants and it is 

now time for Richfield to include toxic VOCs from laundry products. 

 

My neighbors and I appreciate all that this commission will accomplish and hope that you  will 

consider protecting our shared ambient air for all residents and if there are any questions, I can 

be reached at 612-869-8311. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Kathleen Balaban 

6526 Stevens Ave So 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


